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Give an aue of thy. egen, . as a, 
r langer Steward, 


RE N which Man. bears the. 
the Creature to bis Creator, is exhibited | 
to us in the Oracles of G op under va- 


rious Repreſentations. Conſider'd as a Sinner, a 
fallen Creature, he is: there repreſented as a Debtor 
to his Creator, He is alſo frequently repreſented 4s 
4 Servant, which indeed 1s eſſential to him as a 
Creature: inſomuch that this Appellation is given 
to the gon of Go D- when in his State of Humi- 
C liation z- He ook upon bim the Fo orm ef 4 davon, 
* made i in the Likeneſs of. J 
But no Character more exactly agrees with | 
4 3 State of Man than that of a Steward. 
Our bleſſed Lord frequently repreſents him as ſuch ; 
and there i ts. a peculiar Propriety i in the Repreſenta- : 
tion, 5 It is only in one particular Reſpect, namely; 
as. he is a Sinner, that he is ſtiled a Debror. And 
when he i is ſtiled a Servant, the Appellation is / i 
neral and indeterminate. But a Steward is a Ser- 
vant. of A Rees Kind: Such a one as dan 
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5 17 f in all Reſpects. Thie e is 2 ex- 3 
preſſive of his Situation i in the preſent World ; ſpe- 
cifying what, Kind of Servant he is to Go b, and 
What Kind of Servagg-his | : 
35 himm ef” 4 *. | : 
It may be of - Uſe then to ce this” Point 
throughly, and to make our full Improvement of it. 
In order to this, let us, firſt, inquire, in what Re- 
ſpects we are now Go»? 8 EIEWY Let us, ſe- 
condiy, oblerve, that when he requires our Souls of 
us, we can be no ger Stewards, It will then only 
ron” remain as we maß in the third we obſ 
*** bier, ne 10 our W | 


2 * 4» Ts 5 2 * F 
+ 7 -# 135 14 * ” &% y oþ 3 1. ; 51 * 


Þ N : 9 til, we are e "to, enquire, in what F 
ſpeſts we are now. Gov' s Stewards, We are now l. in- 
debted to Hin for all we have ; but alificugh* 4 4 
Debtor is obliged to return what he has teceived, 
yet until the Ti ime of Payment comes, he i is At 1. 
berty to uſe it as he pleaſes. | It is not fo with a 
Steward; He is not at Liberty. to uſe what is Tod el 
in his Hands, as be pleaſes, but as his, Maſter pleaſes. 
He has no Right ta diſpoſe of any "Thing which is, 
1 „„ Hand, but according to the Will of his Lord., 
=. - 1 For he is not che Proprietor « of any of of theſe Things» 
—_ buy Barely cigaruſted- with. them by another : And 
J intruſted on his expreſs, Copdition, that he Mall 
_ a. _ diſpoſe of all as his Maſter orders. Now this is 
3 . exactly the Caſe of every Man, with Relation. to 
„% © We are not at. Liberty to, uſe what he has 


4 be a lodged in in our Hande, as toe pleaſe, but as he ee 
: | 67x 
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who as 160 the 1 of U and Earth, and. 


5 the Lord of every Creature. We have no Right Fits 
d to diſpoſe of any Thing We have, but according. [2 


to his will, ſeeing we. are not Proprietors. of any. 
of theſe t things: They are all, as our Lord ſpeaks, | 
db belonging to another Perſon ; J nor is any . 
Thing properly our own, in the Land of our. Pil- 0 
grimage. We. ſhall not receive 7 701% our. own | 1 
Things, till we come to our on Country. Eternal 5 
Things only are our own-: With all theſe temporal 
Things we are barely intruſted by another ; ; the. . 
Diſpoſer and Lord of all. Aud he intruſts us with - 
them on this expreſs .Condition, that we uſe them.: 
only as our. Maſter's Goods, and according to the 


1 y 


2 Directions 8 he has Y nr us in hs: J ; 
lis Word. V | 
ny On this Condition He hath. Aatraged us 9 


2 our x 6 our Bodies, our Goods, and whatever 
15 other Talents we have. received : but | in order to | 
* impreſs. this weighty truth on our Hers, it will , 
> 4 be.needful .to-come to. Particulars. 5 wy 
by | And: Firſt, Gop has intruſted. us SI our Sul, 
„ immortal Spirit, made in the Image of God, 
a together with all the Powers and faculties thereof, OE 
; 1 Underſtandiag, Imagination, Memory; Will, and | ; 
. Train of Affections, either included in it, or 1, 
11. cloſely dependent upon it; Love and Hatred, Joy ä 
. 1 and Sorrow, reſpecting preſent Good- and Evil; 1 9 
10 Deſire and Averſion, Hope and Fear, reſpecting 
. that which is to come. All theſe St. Pau! ſeems. , 
* to include in two Words, when he ſays, Te Peace 1 
10 * * * keep wr Hearts and Minds,  Perhaps-- 5 


43 daes 


8). 


| refered Thoughts : Provided we take that Word in 


its molt extenſtve Senſe, for every Perception 'of he 


it | Mi nd, whether active or paſſive. Ea bat 


1 Bo Now of all theſe, it is certain, we 4 "EN 
. „ben God has intruſted - us with theſe Power 


2 and Faculties, not that we may employ them ac- 


"300 cording to our own Will, but according to the ex- 


f 4 preſs Orders which he has given us : (Although it 
is true, that in doing his Will, we moſt effeQually 


N 7 x ſecure our own. Happineſs, ſeeing it is hereby only 


| that We can be happy, either in Time, or in E- 


81 ternity.) Thus, we are to uſe our Underſtanding, 


7 our Imagination „our Memory, wholly to the Glory 
of him that gave them. Thus our Will is to be 


5 = wholly given up to him, and all our Affecticns d 


be regulated as he direQs. We are to love and 


hate, to rejoice and grieve, to deſire and ſhun, to 


hope and fear, according to the Rule which He 
| preſcribes, whoſe we are, and whom we are to ſerve 
in all Things. Even our Thoughts are not our 


WH own in this Senſe : They are not at our own Diſ- 
: poſal: But for every deliberate Motion of our 9 


N to our Maſter. „ 
3 _ God has ſecondly, 'intrafted us 0 our 
FIG; (thoſe exquiſitely wrought Machines, ſo 
 fearfully and wonder fully made) with all the Powers 
* Members thereof. He has intruſted us with the 
Organs of Senſe, of Sight, Hearing, and the 
reſt: But none of theſe are given us as our own, 
to be employed according to our Will. None 
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of theſs abe nt us in ſuck « Senſe, 2 as . 
at Liberty to uſe, them as we pleaſe” for a Sea- 
ſon. No: We have received them on theſe very 
Terms, that as long as they abide with us, we 
ſhould employ them all, in way re aum and # 


A" 


no other which he appoints. | 
5. It is on the ſame Terms, that He Nas leh 


parted to us that moſt excellent Talent of Speech. 
Thou haſt given mt 4 Tongue, ſays the Ancient Wri.. 
ter, that Imay prajſe thi therewith, For this Pur- 
poſe was it given to all the children of Men, to 
be employed in glorifying Gop. Nothing there- 
fore is more ungrateful, or more abſurd, than to 
think- or ſay, our Tongues are our own. That can- 
not be, _ unleſs we have created ourſelves, and ſo 
are independent on the Moſt High. Nay, but it 1 
He that hath made us, and not awe ede : The 
manifeſt Conſequence is, That he is ſtill Lord over 
us, in this as in all other Reſpects. It follows, that 
there is not a Word of our TR" for * we 


are not accountable to him. 


6. To him we are equally necountable for the 
Vfe of our Hands and Feet, and all the Members 
of our Body. Theſe are fo many Talents which 
are committed to our Truft, until the Time ap- 
apointed by the Father. Until then, we have the 
Uſe of all theſe; but as Stewards, not as Proprie- thy 
tors: to the End, we mould render them not as 
Infiruments of Unrightrouſneſs unto Sin, bat as 11 3 


Lane of Eb, 1 GOD, 
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7. God ; 


Ja” 


3 
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„ intraſted 65 e with a Por- 
tion of worldly Goods, with Food tq eat, Raiment 
to put on, and a Place where to lay our Head, with 
not only the Neceſſaries, but the Conveniencies of 
Life. Above all, he has committed to our- Charge 
| that precious Talent, which contains ll the reſt, 

Money: Indeed it is unſpeakably Precious: if we 
are wiſe and Faithful Stewards of it; if we em- 
ploy every Part of it for ſuch Purpoſes as our 
bleſſed Lord has commanded us to . 
8. God bas intruſted us, fourthly, with ">. 
5 vans # Talents, which do not properly come under : 


any of 3 theſe Heads: Such is bodily Strength: | 
ſuch are Health, a pleaſing Per/on, an agreeable : 
Addreſs : Such are Learning and Knowledge: in their 


various. Degree, with all the other Advantages of - 
| Education. Such is the Hfuence which we have 
over others, whether by their Love and Eſiem of . 

or by Power ; Power to do them Good. or 
13 to help or hinder them in the Circumſtances f 
of Life. Add to theſe that invaluable Talent of 
Dime, with which God intruſts us from Moment. 


to Moment. Add, laſtly, that on which all the 
reſt depend, and without which they. would all be : 
7 Curſes, not Bleſſings : Namely, the Grace of God, 
15 bh the Power of his Holy Spirit, which alone worketh 


us all chat! is e in his Sight. 


ie 


: IE; Th "IG ſo many Reſpedts are the Children of | 
| Men, Stewards of the Lord, be Poſefor of Heaven 
2 Earth, 2 > large © a 'Portion of his Goods, of 


* ts bi 5 „ ; | various 


1 "it 9 y 


various "Kinds, hath 11 committed to! cbeir Charge. 
But it 1 not for ever, rior wen ref 14700 my app { 


x 3%. © -4g'# 


Journ. here 1 3 : ae o * « 8 r 5 | 
Earth, as -this Heeting Breath is in our Noſtrils. 1 
The Hour is. ſwiſtly approaching, it is juſt | 5 
Hand, when we can be no longer Stewtras,. The 

Mom t the Body returns l the Dutt lat it co, 

and t pie, to. CO that gabe it, we bear that 

„ 2h no more; 5 the Time ore Stewardſhip | | 

is at an End. PUR of thoſe Goods wherewith 'we 

Fs , were. before intruſted, are now come to an End: At 

le leaſt, they are ſo with Regard to us; nor are we 1 5. 

Ar longer intruſted wih them: And that Part Which 

of remains, can no longer be employed « or een * iy 

ve - it was RCs. 7 . 7 9 an 9 * 4 „ | 

Part of what we were e with "before. a 

OF - is at. an End, at leaſt with Regard to us. What 

es Wl have we to do, after this Life, with Food, ane 
of Raiment, and Hodſes, and earthly Poſſeffions 2 Thi | -* 
nt. Food of the Dead is the Duff of the Earth: They by 
ne are 'cloathed only” with | Worms and -Rottenneſs: 

de They dwell in he” "Houſe prepared for" all Fleſh: 73 


. Their Lands know them no more. All their worldi ß | 2 1 
th Goods are delivered into other 1 and _ 1 

1 have ub more Portion under tht Sum... Tom ian 2 
. 3. The Cafe is the ſame. with: REAR to „ 28 
of 5.0. The moment the Spirit returns to GoD, ' *_ ; 


or” we are no longer Stewards of this Machine, which 
of is then ſoun in eee 1 Diſhonour, - All 


8 _ 


hs Parts and-Members of. which it was . 
nie mouldering in the Clay. The Hands. have 

no longer Power to move; the Feet have forgot 
their Office 3. the Fleſh, the Sinews, . the ws 
* a haſting to be diſolved- into common, Duſt. 


3 our” Strength, our Health ;- 3: our Beauty z. our 
 Elogwence, and Addreſs ; our Faculty of plealing, 
of perſuading. or- conyincing others. Here end: 
likewiſe: all the. Henours we once enjoyed, all the 
Poier which was lodged i in our Hanes, all the 


by the Love or. the Eſteem which. they bore us. 
| Our. Love, our Hatred,. aur Difire is periſhed ; None h 


ide Body retarns to Duſt, or only ceaſe to be 


Kind of Speech which we now. uſe, by Means of 
_ theſe bodily Organs, will then be intirely at an 
End, when thoſe Organs are deſtfoyed. It 2 


Vibrations in the Air: Neither will che Eur con- 
vey theſe. tremulous Motions” to the common Sen» 


Which the Poet ſuppoſes to belong to a ſeperate 
„ we cannot allow to have a.real Being; z it. 


(w) 


4 


. Here end: alſo the Talents of A mixt” Na- 


Tafluence which we once had over others, either 


regard how we were obce. affe&ed, toward. them. il '* 
They look upon the Dead as neither able to help Wl ©" 
not hurt them; 80 that a PO * is better than 4 a ſ01 
dead Lim, 1 856 18 

. perhaps a Doubt may remain concerning in 
ſome of che other Talents wherewith, we. are now 2 
ünttuſted, whether they will ceaſe to | exiſt. when: 7 


improveable. Indeed there is no Doubt, but the 


certain the Tongue will no more occaſion. any 


ſory. Even the /onus exilis, the low, . ſhrill Voice, 


- „** . 5 1 
rn b a>. w „„ $294 r ee e 
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| the lower Kind will ceaſe ; 
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54 mere Flight of lenden. Adted it enn - £ 


not be queſtioned, but ſeperate Spirits have ſome 


Way to communicate their Sentimen ts to each 


other : But what Inhabitant of Fleſh and Blood 
can explain that Way? What we term | Speech, 


they cannot have. 80 that we can no longer be | 
Stewards wh this Talent, when we are numbered with 4 


the Dead. | . 


6. It may likewiſe binds of a Dube whiter : 


our Senſes will exiff, when the Organs of Senſe 


are deſtroyed. Is it not probable, that thoſe of 
the Feeling, the Smell, 
the Taſte, as they have a more immediate Refe- 
rence to the Body, and are chiefly, if not wholly 
intended for the Preſervation of it ? But will not 
ſome kind of Sig be remain, although the Eye be 

cloſed in Death? And will chere not be ſomething 


in the Soul, equivalent to the preſent Senſe of 
Hearing? "Nay, is it not probable, that theſe will 


not only exiſt in the ſeparate State but exiſt in a 
far greater Degree, in a more eminent Manner than 
now ! When the Soul, — its Fs is 
no be of „„ 


4 e in deere; 1 


when it no longer 
1066 Look theo the Windows of he ape . 


But . is all "mY all Ear, al Senſe, 5 in 2 Man- | 


ner we cannot yet conceive. '; And have we not 
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£4 | oi of wel Poltbility of this, of Fo 
"$5 9 the Uſe of . the Eye, and hearing witho 
- .the Uſe of the Ear O Vea, and an, Earneſt. ol jt co 
_ tinually,? For does not the Soul ſee, in the clearc 
Manner, when the Eye is of no uſe, namely, 
Dreams? Does ſhe not then enjoy the Facu 3 8 
Hearing, without any Help from the. Far 
however this be, certain it is, that nei 
our Senſes, any. more han our Sprech, b 
us in the Manner they are now, When the Bog 
n in the ſilent Grave. 
Pee, Fg Hos far the Liceo lege or - win «ki 
3h we haye gained by Education. will then remain, 
e e Solomon indeed ſays, There is, ng. Wark 
nor Device, nor Knowleage, ': nor. Wiſdoms.. in il 
| Grave whitber thou goeſt. But it is evident, theſ 
Words cannot be underſtood in an abſolute Senſc 
5 For it is fo, far from being true, that there 18 
Le, der wWelhare quitted the Body, chat thf 
Doubt lies on the other Side, Whether there b. 
any ſuch Thing as real Knowledge till then 2. Whe 
1 it be not a, Plain laber Truth, a witer 
bauen F . 
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That <> al itheſs Shadows which tha, 
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Ae but the Ang W which! in Death! 
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fare of any Thing, but what I learn from the Bible. 


WE: certainly, that 1 would dare to ſtake I. Salvation bh 
8 upon it. | 75 
I 80 much however we may Jearn from Solomin' "re 


Ka * he was once int ruſted. For Ti me is N 5 : 8 5 
Wor The Time of our Trial for everlaſting Happineſs 162 


or Miſery is paſt. Our Day, the Day of Man, is 
over ;- the Day of Salvation is ended. Nothing now 


Wide, unchangeable Eternit. 


original Nature, which may well admit of a Doubt) 


dur Underflanding . will be ſo. far from being de- 


| bas been . to "AY to Man. 1 will ſpeak for F 
one: After having ſought for Truth with ſome Di- 
ůgence for Half a Centery, I am at this Day hardly 


"Nay, 7; poſitively affirm, I. Ino mothing elſe ſo 


Word, that there is no ſuch Knowledge or Wi iſe 1 
ain in the Grave, as will be of any uſe to an un- 
happy Spirit; '7 there is po Divice there, whereby 5 
he can now improve thoſe Talents, with which 


remains but the Day of the Lord, Fara, | ** 0 


, But, füll our Souls, being incorruptible_ na 
immortal, 4 of a Nature Vile lower than the Angeli, 
(even if we are to underſtand that Phraſe of our 


when our Bodies, are mouldered into Earth, Will 
remain with all their Faculties. Our Memory, 


- Rroyed, . yea, or impaired by the. Diſſolution, of 
the Body, that on. the contrary, We have Rea - i 
ſon to believe, they. will be inconceivably ſtrength. - 
enced. Have we not the cleareſt Reaſon to believe, 
that they. will chen be wholly, freed- from thoſe 

, Deſects, which now naturally reſult from the . 
33 Sr a: Soul, * . corruptible Body 7 Ir 5 


=_ 
_— 
-A 


1 5 Tm 790 4 el 
16 highly. ani, that from the Thins thald aro 
diſunited, our Memory will let nothipg flip : Vea, 
_. that it will faithfully exhibit every Thing to our 
View, which was ever committed to it, It is 
: true, that the inviſible World is in Scripture termed 


.- rongly expreſſed in the old Tranſlation, 7b: Tand 
where all Things are forgotten, They are for · 
= gotten ; 3 But by whom ? Not-by the Inhabi- 
tants of that Land, but by the Inhabitants of the 
Farth. It is with Regard to them that the un. 
"ſeen World 15 the Land of PForgetfulneſs. All Thing: 


* J 220 


5 3 they forget any Thing. 


W 


a 


© 'rnqueſtioned Maxim, Humanum eft errare & neſcire: 


* 
* 


the Land of Forgetſuineſs ; or as it is ſtill more 


therein. are too frequently forgotten by theſe; but 
not by diſembodied Spirits. From the Time they 
have put off the earthly Tabernacle, we can 22 hh 


9. In like Manner the Under finding» will tide 
cſs be freed, from the Defects that are now inſe. 
parable from it. For many Ages it has been, ar 


© 1gnorance and Miſtake are inſeparable from Hu 
men Nature. But the Whole of this Aſſertion i: 
or hy true, with Regard to living Men, and hold 
no longer, than while 1e corruptible Body pre 
Altun the Soul, - Ignorance indeed belongs to ever 
fi ite Underſtanding, ſeeing there is none beſide 
cd that knoweth all Things: But not Miftake 


Wh en the Ne 1s wg waged Th ans is 1 * 4 
"*for ever.” 2 th 
te. What then can we 47 to an \ ingenious Man © 
v has lately made a Diſcovery, that diſembodie 1 


| Shirts have not only no. * 5 even . 0 
5 „ 


Te 15 4 
Heaing) but no Memory or Under ſanding, no 
Thought or Perception, not ſo much as a Conſcion/- 1 
net of their own Exiſtence ? That they are in a 
dead sleep from Death to the ReſurreQion ? Con- 

inguineus lethi ſopor indeed! Such a Sleep we may 
well call 4 near Kinſman of Death, if it be not the, 
ſame Thing. What can we fay, but that ingeni- 
ous Men have ſtrange Dreams: And theſe oy 8 
ſometimes miſtake for Realities. _ 4 
1, But to return, As the Soul ll retain its 
Underſtanding and Memory, notwithſtanding the 
Diſſolution of the Body, fo undoubtedly the Vill, 
including all the ft Aions, will remain in its 
full Vigour. If our Love or Anger, our Hope or 
Deſire periſh, it is only with Regard to thoſe 
whom we leave behind. To them it matters not, 
whether they were the Objects of our Love or 
Hate, of our Deſire or Averſion. But in ſepa- 
rate Spirits themſelves, we have no Reaſon to be- 
ZBeve, that any of theſe are extinguiſhed. | It is 
more probable, that they work with far greater 
Force, than Fhils the Soul was clogged with F oh : 
and Blood. : 
12. But 1 e all whale although. . our 
Knowledge and Senſes, our Memory and Under- 
ſtanding, together with our Will, our Love, Hate. 
and all our Affections, remain after the Body is 
dropt off, yet in this Reſpect they are as though 
they were not, we are no longer Stewards of 
them. The Things continue, but our Steward- | 
- ſhip does not: We no more act in that Capacity. 
Eren the Grace. which Was formerly. intruſted | 
| | Wick. 
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wich us in ordet to enable us to be faithful _ 
wiſe Stewards, is now no longer. intruſted for 
that Purpoſe. The . of our e are 
* | 


* 
* 
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ö III. 2. Te bew remains, wy FIR 10 3 

| Steward, we give 4 Actonnt of our Stetbatdſbip. 

Some have imagined, this is to be done imme 

5 | HE diatel after Death, as ſoon as we enter into the 

5 World of Spirits. Nay, the Church of Rime does 

f abſolutely aſſert this: yea, make it an Article ot 

Faith. And thus much we may allow, the Moc 

ment a Soul drops the Body, and ſtands naked be- 

fore Gop, it cannot but know what its Portion 

will be to all Eternity. It will have full in its 

View, either everlaſting. Joy, or everlafting Tor- 

_ As it is no longer poſſible to de degeived, 

| n the Judgment which” we paſs upon oürſelves. 

5 Bit the Scripture gives vs no Reaſon to believe, 

_ that God will then fit in judgment upon us. 

There is no Paſſage in all the Oracles of Gov; 

Which affirms any ſuch Thing. That which bas 

been frequently alledged for this purpoſe, ſeems ra- 

ber to prove the contrary : Namely, (Hes. ic. 27.) 

1 is appoin ted for Men onct to tie, and after. this; the 

Jucknent. For In all Reaſon, the Word onct is kite 

to be applied, to Judgment as well as Death. 80 

| that the fair Inference to be drawn from this very 
ext, is, Not that there are two Judgments,” a 

5 particular and a general; but that weare to be judged . 

as well as to die, once only : Not once immediately 

aſter Death, and again after the General Reſurree- 


tion; but then __ when the Son hs Man ſhall come 
in 
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vile (to uſe. another ſcriptural Expreſſion) which 
will then be laid open to the View of all the Chil- 


Human Race, before the Devil and his Angels, | 
before an innumerable Company of holy — EF 


an immortal Spirit, endowed with various Powers 


| mory, Will, 4fe#ions. I gave thee withal ſull and 5 


„ bey, and all Fo 106 Angels with kim. The 
Thagination therefore of one Judgment at Death, 
and another at the End of World, cau have nod 
Place with thoſe who make the written. Word of 
OR the whole and ſole Standard of their Faith: | 
The Time then when we are to give this Ace 

a” is when the great white Throne comer down 
from Heaven, and he that fatteth thereon; from whoſe 3 1 
Face the Heavens and the Eurth flee away, and there . „„ 1 
ts found 10 Place for them. It is then % Dead, . "mn 
Jmall and great, will fand before God: And the Books = 
will be opened; the Book of Scripture, to them who - 
were entruſted therewith, the Book of Conſcience * 

to all Mankind. The Book of Remembrance like; 


had been written irom the Foundation of the Worls,.. 


dren of Men. Before all theſe, even the Whole of 


and before Gon the Judge of all: Thou, wilt ap-- 
pear, without any Shelter or Covering, without any 
Poſlibility of Diſguiſe; to give a particular Account 
of the Manner wherein thou haſt: employed. all thy; 2 


Lord's Goods. 
3. The Judge of all will then enquire, ee 3 


ddt thou empley thy Saul? I int chee with. 


and F aculties, with: Underflanding, Imagination, Me- 


exp reſs Directions, how” all theſe were to be em- 
_ Dian N 1 Sk eee 2 


of thy Love? Was all thy Deſite unto me, and 


7775 Pn as it Was copehls, W irs to p07 Dinos, 
namely, in the Knowledge of thyſelf and me? My 
Nature, my Attributes? My Works, whether of 
Creation, of Providence, or of Grace? In acquaint- 
ing thyſelf with my Word ? In uſing every Means 
to increaſe thy Knowledge thereof ? In meditating 
: thereon Day and Night! Didſt thou employ thy 
8 Memory according to my Will? In treaſuring up what- 
Aer Knowledge thou hadſt acquired, which might 
conduce to my Glory, to thy own Salvation, or 
the Advantage of others ? Didſt thou ſtore up there- 
in, not 'Things of no Value, but whatever Inſtruc- 
tion thou hadſt learned from my Word: And 
whatever Experience thou hadſt gained, of my 
Wiſdom, Truth, Power, and Mercy! ? Was thy 
" Imagination employed, not in painting vain Images, 
- much. leſs ſuch as nouriſhed Fooliſh and hurtful Defires, 
but in repreſenting to thee whatever would profit 
'ahy Soul, and awaken thy Purſuit of Wiſdom and 
Holineſs? Didſt thou follow my Directions with 
- Regard to thy E Was it wholly given up to 
me? Was it ſwallowed' up in mine; ſo as never | to 
oppoſe, but always ran parallel with it? Were 
thy Afeaions placed and regulated i in ſuch a Man- 
ner, as I appointed in my Word ? Didſt thou, give 
me thy Heart? Didſt thou not love the World, nei- 
* the Things of the World ? Was I the Object 
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unto the Remembrance of my Name? Was I the 
Joy of thy Heart, the Delight of thy Soul, "the 
Chief among Ten: Thouſand ?. Didſt thou ſorrow 
for nothing but what grieved my Spirit 7 Didft thou 
; bear pad hate * our * Did the whole 

Send . 


7 


— 


(6 19 1 „„ 
Stream of ay Affections flow - back to the Ockin 
fron? whence they came ? Were thy Thoughts em- 
ployed according to my Will ? Not in ranging to 
the Ends of the Earth, not on Folly, or Sin; but 
on whatſoever Things. "were pure, "robatſoever ' Things | 
were boly, on whatſoever was conducive | to my 
Gly, and to Peace and Good-will among Men d: 
4. Thy Lord will then inquire, © How didt 
tou employ the Bo wherewith 1 intruſted thee? 
1 gave thee a Tongue, to praiſe me therewith : 
Didſt thou uſe it to the End for which it was 
given? Didſt thou employ it, not in Evil-ſpeaking 
or Idle-ſpeaking, not in uncharitable or unprofita- | 
ble Converſation : but in ſuch as was good, as was 
neceſſary or uſeful, either to thyſelf or others? Such 
as always tended, directly or indirectly, to minfer 
Grace to the Hearers ? I gave thee, together with 
thy other Senſes, thoſe grand Avenues of Know. 
Tedge, Sight and Hearing: Were theſe employed to 
thoſe excellent Purpoſes for which they were be⸗ 
ſtowed upon thee? In bringing thee in more and 
more inſtruction in Righteouſneſs: and true Holineſs? 
'T gave thee Hands and Feet and various Members 
_ wherewith to perform the Works which were pre- 
pared for thee : Were they employed, not in doing 
"the Will of the Fleſh,” of thy evil Nature, or tbe Wilt 
of the Mind, (the Things to which thy Reaſon or 
Fancy led thee,) but the Will of bim that ſent thee 
I the into the World, merely to work out thy own Sal- 
„dhe . vation > Didſt thou preſent all thy Members, not 
yrrow Ml to Sin, as Inſtruments of Unrighteouſneſs, but to 
thou me alone, through the Son of wt e as . 5 
whole = "ont od eat m 146 Y 
tre NH ths 625 5. The 
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F. The Lond: of. all will next inquire, * « How 


_ did tbou employ the wordly Goods which I lod ec ; 
= ia cy Hands? Didſt thou uſe thy Food, not as i 1 
_ = ſeek or place thy Happineſs therein, but ſo ag to ; 

_ preſerve. the Body in Health, in Strength, and Vi- by 
gour, a it Inſtrument for the Soul? Didſt. thou uſe | 

Apparel, not to nouriſh: Pride or Vanity, much lefs 3 

to tempt others to Sin, but conveniently and e. 5 


cently to defend thyſelf from the Injuries of the 
Weather? Didſt thou prepare and uſe thy Houſe , 
and all other Conveniencies, with a ſingle Eye to 
my Glory ? In every Point ſeeking not thy own 
HFonour, but mine: ſtudying to pleaſe not thyſelf, wy 

but me? Once more: In what Manner didſt thou. 
employ that comprehenſive Talent, Money ? Notin. wi 
_ gratifying the Defire of the Fleſh, the Deſire of the w] 
Eye, or the Pride of Life? Not {quandering it away of 
in vain Expences, the ſame- as throwing it into tue pr 
Sea? Not hoarding 1 it up to leave behind thee; the m 
fame as burying it in the Earth? But firſt ſupplying en 
thy own reaſonable; Wants, together with thofe of oy 
thy Family: then reſtoring. the Remainder to me, the 
- through the Poor, whom 1 had appointed to receive do 
it: Looking upon thyſelf as only one of that Num · ble 
ber of Poor whoſe Wants were to be ſupplied out | tio 
pf that Part of my Subſtance which I had placed in an 
2a Hands for this Purpoſe: Leaving thee che Rigbt i Al 
= - of being ſupplied firſt, and the Bleſſedneſs of 7 84 pre 
= rather than receiving? Waſt thou accordingly a Ge- Di 
neral Benefactor to Mankind ? Feeding the Hun- Inf 
Bey, cloathing'the Naked; comforting the Sick, aſ- Me 
fiſting” che. Stranger, relieving the Afflicted according 
to their various Neceſſities? Waſt thou Eyes to the 
und- a and Feet to the Lame ? A Father to the 
Father. 


RE I 215 | 
' Fithefleſs;” and an Hosband to the Widow 2 And. 
diaſt thou labour to improve all outward Works of 
Mercy, as Means of ſaving Souls from Death? 
e Thy Lord will farther enquire, Haſt thou 
a Wiſe and faithful Steward, with Regard» 
5 to a Talents of à mixt Nature which I lent + 
leſs I thee? Didſt thou employ thy Health and Strength, 
not in Folly or _ not in the Pleaſures which 
1 perimed in the uſing,” not in making Proviiew g., 
n, , f lte Defines" ibu, but in a 
| vigorous Purſuit of that better Part, which none 
could take away from thee? Didſt thou employ 
whatever Was pleaſin K in thy Perſn or qadriſi, 
whatever Advantages thou hadſt by Education, 
whatever Share of Learning, whatever Knowledge! 
of Things or Men was committed to thee, for the 
pfbmotisg of? Virtue in the World, for tlie Enlarge» 
ment of my Kingdom? Didſt thou employ Wwhat- 
ever Slate of Pier thou hadſt, whether In unte 
over others; by the Love or Eſteem of thee which 


dom and Holineſs ? Didſt thou employ that ineſtima- 
ble Talent of Time'with Warineſs and Circuniſpec- 
tion, av duly weightig the Value of every-Momeiit, 
and knowing, that all were numbered in Eternity 7 
Above all, walt thou a . good Steward of y Grate, ö 
preventing, accompanying, and following thee? 
Didſt thou duly obſerve and carefully improve all the 
Influences of my Spirit? Every g ood Deſire? Every . 
Meaſure of Light? All his ſharp or gentle Reproofs? ts 
How. didſt thou profit b 7 the Spirit of Bonaage' an 
Fear, which was previous to the Spirit of Adoption? 
And when thou 1 walt made a Partaker of this Spirit, 
| . N erying : 


they had conceived, for the Increaſe of their Wi- 


5 22 5 
eint in » 150 Heart, Abba, Father, Ad chow "TY 
fat in the glorious Liberty wherewith I made thee - 
free? Didſt thou from thenceforth preſent thy Soul 
and Body, all thy Thoughts, thy Words, and Ac- 
tions, in one Flame of Love; às an holy Sacrifice, 
glorifying me with thy Body and thy Spirit? 
Then we/l-dove, goo4 and faithful Servant I Enter 
thou into the Foy of thy Lord !' And what will 
remain, either to the faithful or enfin t Steward? 
Nothing but the Execution of that Sentence, 
which has been paſſed by the righteous judge: 
Fixing thee in a State which admits of no Change, 
through everlaſting Ages, It remains only, that 
thou be rewarded to all Eternity, according to thy 
| Mean CCC 1 
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may learn, firſt, How important is this ſhort, un- 
certain Day of Life How, precious, above all 
re above all e 18 e ** tion 
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How 1 does i it concern every. Ch na of Man, f 
let none of theſe run to waſte; but improve them 
all to the nobleſt Purpoſes, | as long ; as FRE Breath of 

Gov is in his Noftrils! ade bbs Seb 
2. We learn from hence, Seondy. that chere is 
7 Employment of our Time, no Action or Con- 
verſation that is purely indifferent , All is good or 
N bad. becauſe 3 all our Tims, as” [| every e we 
| | have. 


14 A „ 


e, is , our own. al 44 are, as our Lord l 
1 ſpenks, Ta ANN Thi, the Property of another; 
of Gov, our Creator. Now theſe either are, or are 
not employed, according to his Will. If they are 
| fo employed, all is good; if they are not, all: {65708 
. ä evil. Again: It is his Will, that we ſhould con= 
5 a grow in Grace, and in the living Know- . + 17 
ledge of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Conſequently, 1 74 
every Thought, Word, and Work whereby this 
5 Knowledge is increaſed, whereby we grow in 
Grace, is godd: And every one whereby this 
} e is not increaſed, 3s truly and properly 

evil. | 


3 We 118 PIE als, thirdly, that there! are 


no Works of Supererogation ; that we can never do ö 
more than our Duty : Seeing all we have is not our 
own, but Gop's, all we can do is due to Him, 
We have not received this or that, or many Things 
only, but every Thing from Him : Therefore every 

Thing is his Due. He that gives us all, muſt needs 11 is 


have a Right to all. So that if we pay him any 1 


Thing leſs than all, we cannot be faithful Stewards, 
And confidering every Man ſhall receive bis own Re. 5 | i + 
ward, according to bis own Labour, we cannot be 
| wiſe Stewards, unleſs we labour to the Uttermoſt - 
of our Power: Not leaving | any Thing undone, - 


Which we * can mo but PRONE: ads Loads our 
i Strength. 5 


4. Brethren, Who: is an F Mar 110 


i | 1 eoith Knowledge among yiu? Let him new 
the Wiſdom from above, by walking fuitably to 
7 his Charscter. It. he fo account of. Nen as a 


1 
- 
: * 4 
t * 0 
q - 4 L 
1 : , 7 9 p : * 
= 7 - 
1 8 - 
. . 14 7 : 
6 * 


by 


— 


40 the Poſt G > bas 8 allgned 
1 "Thing, to, lay out for 
ve received from Gon, 


Pa 


on our Wiſdom, all, your. Re oluzion,. 4 all 


* 2. 
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tience and Conſtancy : Far more than ever - you 
by Nature; Büt not mote than you may 

A Grace. "For his Grace Is, ſs "a; - 

© "all: Things, you Know, are ple te bim'that'-talie- 
* velb. By Fa ith then, put en lle Lords, eſis 3 5 


IE % 


Works, yea, to bring every Thought _—_ the; 4's 
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